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Wilson, federal offici s
sign .historic Delta pact

End seen to decades of water battles
By VIC POLLARD ~ !~ [-’]1 ~1 ~ have required farmers to give up

twice the amount of water called t~or’CaJifom[a~ Sac~mento bureau ~.-Uncomfortable signers I A2SA~NTO -- Gov. Pete WiI- under the pact.
son and top federal or~cia]s sZgned Local reaction I A2 o~da~ o~ t~e ~e~n
a historic dn;~h’om~e~tal agreement W’z]son said at a press conference ~ Agenc~ and of~e~
~T~sday that expe~s predicted crowded with state and ~ede~al o~- offida]s were not quRe so
would bring an end to decades o~ ~ and represe.nLat~ves of major noLL~g that some major pote~,tial
political and legal battles over the water interests, all seek£ng a share conflicts remain to be settled.
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, the of credit for the hLstoric agreement. "Clearly, great strides have been l
source of irrigation water for thou- "The war is over at long last," made wi.th this," said Tom Clark,
sands of acres of Kern County farm ~mld LI.S. Interior Secretary Bruce manager of’ the KCWA, which buys
land. BabbRt, whose federal agencies jus~ one-[ourth o[ the water pumped

"This is a major victory, I’think, a year ago were poised to impose "fi’om the Delta by the State Water
for a11 water users in Cal~onda," envL~op~mental standaz~Is that would ~-Please tam to DELTA !

¯ WATER REQUIREMENTS: In drought years, about 1.1 million
acre-feet of fresh water must ~w through the De~ and out to sea to
rr~ntain water ~lua]ity. For years with more rainfall, the requirements go
down to an es~rnated 400,000 acre-feet in non-nal and wet years.
¯ SHELF UFE: The agreement is good for at least three years.
¯ ENDANGERED S~ECIES: Federal environmental agencies agreed
not to fret any more f~sh as threatened or endangered except under
"unforeseen circumstanoes." But if new species are f~sted and they
require additior~! fresh water, the federa~ government has agreed to buy
the water on the open market, and not Lake it out of alloc~ions for the
two major projects. Already listed are the endangered winter-run
chinook salmon and threatened delta smelt. At the last moment, officials

abeu~.. ~ sp~t~ w~! continue, but if it is ~sted, it is not expected to
require addi~, water.
¯ PUMPING RESTRICTIONS: In general, pumping by ~ two projects
wil not be ha/ted because endangered fL~h are being drawn toward ~
intzd~es or because the pumps are reversing the n~rnal flow of streams.
¯ FRIANT DAM: The agreement does not affect the Friant Dam on the

water for Kern County in’igati(:~ dL~’ts ....

i
i CONTIN.UED ON NEXT PAGE
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Species covered by Delta water standards
Chinook salmon

Endangered

.- ¯ Three feet in length. . : ~"
¯ Weigh. about 22 pounds. ,

S̄ix;mbnth to five-year lifespan.    ’
¯Salmon are born in a freshwater stream.      .
¯ Spend part of their life in the salt water ocean.

. .~ ..~¯.    ¯ Feed ma. nly on shrimp, squid and small fi.sh.

"~:Status under .... : ;: ...... ~.    :-
; discussion oAbout.12 inches in length. ,

~.- ;,.~- ’,; ¯ Five- to seven-year iifespan. ’:.
L̄ive in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta.

¯Females capable of producing 100,000 eggs.

.. ~iDelta Smeit~ ; ~.
¯ -~’~ Threatened " ..... " ................

* Declared a species in 1980.
¯Three to five inches In length.

- ¯ one-year lifespan.
¯ ~’~ .;;.. ~. ,,’ .. ’= Distinctive cucumber odor.

.-" - ...... ~,.F,o~d. source for larger fish.

Source: TheAudubon Society Field Guide t,o North~Amedcan F’~hes . ,
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DELTA: Offers "dertainty going into dry years’
~ontinued f~omAi                 O~cia~ said the Da~; ~ ]Jm~; "U.S. Environmental Protection
Project. "Whether or not peace has..the amount of water ,required forAgency proposed Delta standards
broken out an over is going toenvironmental purposes in the Deltathat could have required up to 2.3
depend on how people-conductto an estimated 1.1 million acre feetmillion acre feet of water in drought
themselves from ~now on." . .- i~ d~ years, decreasing to .aboutyears, said David R. Schuster, a

Biggest victory in the accord for 400,000 acre feet in normal rainfallconsultantwho represented KCWA
Kern County farmers, Clark said, isyears, in the negotiations.
its predictable limit on the amount This year alone, Clark said, 1.4 Another key provision, Clark and
of water that can be taken awaymillion acre feet of water was notother farm water officials noted, is
f~m farmers to protect water qual- pumped from the Delta by the statetha~ federal environmental agenc~!es
ity and endangered fish in the Deltaproject and the federal Central Val-have agreed not to list any more
and adjacent San Francisco Bay. ley Project because of endangeredDelta fish species as threatened or.

Over .the. last. few years, the species requirements. ; ~ ’ endangered, at least for the fore,e-
rising amount, of water required for For comparison,, the. state pro-.able future.
environmental purposes has mad~ject supplies about 4.2 million acre But if additional water is re-
crop ~lanning as risky as a trip tofeet in a normal year,.and KCWA’squired for a newly listed species, or
Las Vegas, many growers :say; . full entitlement is about 1.1 millionfor existing threatened and end~m-

".It_~,has given us certaintygoingacre feet. -::.gered fish, the federal government
into th~se dry years, which is cru- Without. the agreement, agricul:has agreed to buy the water, rather
~c~fo~ern County agriculture,"

lure could have faced the loss offarthan require the state and fedel~al
. .... .o .... more water. Just a year ago, theprojects to give it up.

Final terms of the historic ag~
merit were hammered out during
months"of negotiations, even up
untill e~,r]y Wednesday evening..
They.involved ’representatives of .all.
the major players in CalifOrnia’s,
long- ,rmming water wars: ’agricul-’
tural: and urban water agencies,’
envirm~nental organizations and
sta~e and federal water and envi~m-.
mental officials ....

In the end,.the basic fram~w~,rk1
for. the agreement was a proposalIdeveloped over the last few monl~s
,by ~i~.coalition of agricultural andI
,urb~:;~,~r agencies, in which~
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